Teacher FAQs

Important Spotlight Form Links

Spotlight Dates and Deadlines

Spotlight Zoom Info Session Registration Link

September 9, 2026
5:00 pm —5:30 pm

Spotlight Saturday Registration Link

October 24, 2026
11:00 am —2:00 pm

Spotlight Participation Registration Form

Deadline: Monday February 1, 2027

Artwork Intake Form

Deadline: Friday April 2, 2027

Artwork Delivery Day

On or before April 10, 2027

9 am — 1 pm, Jones Building
Optional Video e-mailed (attachment or link) Deadline: May 7, 2027
Spotlight Celebration May 23, 2027
McNay Art Museum, Spotlight Program Point of Contact
Cameron Ervin, Education Manager
E-mail: cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org | Office: 210.805.1766

What is the Spotlight Program?

Spotlight is an annual program that invites PK-12 students to make creative responses to art in the
Museum’s collection. Starting in 2013, the program engages students, educators, and their families
within and outside the Museum through workshops, tours, and community events. This year, the
Spotlight program features Margarita Cabrera’s Space in Between Series (Carrizos (Teresa Sanchez
Garay, Agave (Doris Lindo) and Pipe Organ).

What is included in the Spotlight Program?
The Spotlight Program offers a rich experience for students and educators, including:

e (Classroom visits from a museum educator to engage students directly.

o Afree docent-led Spotlight tour for students, with an opportunity for bus reimbursement.

e Students’ artwork is showcased during the Spotlight Celebration and rotating Spotlight
exhibition.

e Participants are honored during the Recognition Ceremony at the Spotlight Celebration, where
they receive certificates.

e Teachers receive a complimentary one-year membership to the McNay Art Museum.

How do | register to participate in the Spotlight Program?

Please complete the registration form if you are interested in participating in the 2026-2027 Spotlight
Program. This form is for gathering general information. You can change any information up to the
Artwork Intake Form deadline.

e Registration Form Link
e Registration Deadline: Monday, February 1, 2027

Where can | learn more about the Spotlight artwork and artist?
Learn more by visiting our 2026-2027 Spotlight Resource page or by attending the Spotlight Zoom Info
Session and Spotlight Saturday workshop.



https://altru28005a.sky.blackbaud.com/28005a/Spotlight-Virtual-Information-Session
https://www.mcnayart.org/event/spotlight-spotlight-saturday/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/0nCVs5C0t0
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/aXzXeR101h
mailto:cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org
https://collection.mcnayart.org/objects/24466/space-in-between-carrizos-teresa-sanchez-garay
https://collection.mcnayart.org/objects/24466/space-in-between-carrizos-teresa-sanchez-garay
https://collection.mcnayart.org/objects/24465/space-in-between-agave-doris-lindo
https://collection.mcnayart.org/objects/24467/space-in-between-pipe-organ
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/0nCVs5C0t0
https://altru28005a.sky.blackbaud.com/28005a/Spotlight-Virtual-Information-Session
https://altru28005a.sky.blackbaud.com/28005a/Spotlight-Virtual-Information-Session
https://www.mcnayart.org/event/spotlight-spotlight-saturday/
https://www.mcnayart.org/event/spotlight-spotlight-saturday/

What is Spotlight Saturday?

Spotlight Saturday is an Educator Workshop on Saturday, October 24, 2027 from 11:00 am —2:00 pm
that invites educators to study and discuss this year’s selection, Margarita Cabrera’s Space in Between
Series (Carrizos (Teresa Sanchez Garay, Agave (Doris Lindo) and Pipe Organ). Educators will learn more
about the Spotlight program, take a deep dive into this year’s artwork, receive additional educational
resources, and participate in a hands-on activity. Teachers will receive three hours of continuing
professional credit for attending. Space is limited and registration is required.

How do | schedule a classroom visit?

To kickstart your Spotlight project, schedule an optional classroom visit from our Education Manager,
Cameron Ervin by emailing cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org. Be sure to include a date and time for the
visit you are requesting, grade level(s) you teach, and how many students will be present. You can
request a presentation or short activity to help inspire your students.

How do | schedule a Free Student Tour?

A museum visit is the best way to prepare your students for Spotlight. On a free student tour, students
closely examine the Spotlight selection in person and consider how and why it was made with the help
of a museum docent. Visit our Tours page to schedule a student tour and to learn about our bus
reimbursement fund.

How can students respond to the artwork?

All creative responses are encouraged. This can include 2D and 3D visual art, poetry, digital media,
science experiments, short films, choregraphed dances, music, or even a video game. Artwork should be
original and not replicate the artwork.

Do creative responses have to be about the Spotlight artwork?

The Spotlight artwork is intended to inspire projects and be a gateway to new ideas. Students can take
inspiration from the artist, the process, the artwork, and other artworks by the artist. We encourage
individuality, experimentation, and hope that student responses are unique and bold. Students should
enhance problem solving skills as they experiment, evaluate their results, and adapt their approach
throughout their artmaking process.

Are there any other restrictions to consider?

Combined artworks must not exceed 4’x4’x4’ per teacher and should weigh less than 10 Ibs. There is no
minimum size. Small, individual, or collaborative projects are recommended. We cannot accept any
artworks with organic materials, including, but not limited to, dried/fresh flowers, sticks, sand, or
scented materials. A.l. generated artwork is prohibited. All artwork should be ready to display, and 2D
work must include hanging hardware, if possible. Please contact the Education Manager if you are
unsure of anything.

Is Spotlight a contest?

Spotlight is not a contest or juried competition; it is an inclusive opportunity for all PK-12 students.
Teachers may select a portion of student artwork if their total combined size exceeds 4'x4’x4’ per
teacher. The gallery is a shared space, and we hope to show a range of responses from as many schools
as possible while also considering quality and student expression over quantity.


https://www.mcnayart.org/event/spotlight-spotlight-saturday/
https://collection.mcnayart.org/objects/24466/space-in-between-carrizos-teresa-sanchez-garay
https://collection.mcnayart.org/objects/24465/space-in-between-agave-doris-lindo
https://collection.mcnayart.org/objects/24467/space-in-between-pipe-organ
mailto:cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org
https://www.mcnayart.org/student-tours/

Are any other submission forms required?

Yes, teachers are required to submit the Spotlight Artwork Intake Form prior to artwork delivery. This
form opens on Wednesday, September 9, 2026, and closes on Friday, April 2, 2027.

Have the following ready before you begin working on the Artwork Intake Form:

e Visual Arts (2D/3D/Digital):
o One photo or screenshot of individual or group artwork in the correct orientation and as
it is meant to be displayed (or the best possible representation).
o Measure artwork: 2D - Height x Width | 3D — Height x Width x Depth
e Short description about how Spotlight inspired the artwork written by the student(s) or teacher.
This will be shard with docents for Spotlight tours in the Studio gallery.
e Student names for gallery labels.
e Any special installation instructions.
e Other response that do not fall under Visual Arts: Please contact the Education Manager.

When and how can | drop off my student’s artwork?
All Spotlight Artwork Intake Forms must be completed prior to delivery.

e Artwork Delivery Day: Saturday April 10, 2027 | 9am — 1pm at the McNay, Jones Building
e Or by appointment: No need to wait until April 10! E-mail Cameron Ervin at
Cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org to drop off artwork as sooner.

What are the delivery requirements?

All artwork will be reviewed upon delivery to ensure gallery standards. Please check that each piece is
securely assembled and sturdy. Encourage students to use materials and adhesives that will hold up
during handling, display, and transportation. Please test for loose parts and make sure all components
are firmly attached prior to delivery. All artwork is displayed as received, and we will not frame or mat
artwork. Digital artwork can be displayed on a monitor by the McNay or projected.

1. Teachers must complete Spotlight Artwork Intake Form(s) prior to delivering.
2. Label & Pack artwork prior to delivery: This label is not for gallery purposes. It will be used to
easily identify your student artwork while in storage.
a. Please include the same label securely placed on each piece of artwork as well as on the
outside of the box or portfolio that you deliver in.
b. Label should include: Teacher First & Last Name, School Name, Grade Level, and
Number of items (if multiple artworks are packed together).
c. 2D Artwork: should include either a paper cover to protect the front of the artwork, or a
portfolio that contains several 2D pieces (outside label example: Name/School/Grade
Level, contains 3 items).
d. 3D Artwork: Please try your best to box, bag, or wrap 3D artwork. (outside label
example: Name/School/Grade Level, box 1 of 2). It’s important that artwork is protected
while in transit and storage.

What should the optional video include?

This is an opportunity for students to speak about their inspiration, process, and show work in progress.
Teachers can also share their own experience. Include your tech savvy students in the production
process. Suggested questions to get the conversation started:

1. What inspired you about the artwork or artist?


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/aXzXeR101h
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/aXzXeR101h
mailto:Cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/aXzXeR101h

2. How did you or your group decide on your project?
3. What does Spotlight mean to you?
4. How do you feel about your artwork being recognized at the McNay?

Optional Video Deadline: Friday, May 7, 2027. E-mail video or link to Cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org

What is the Spotlight Celebration?

The culmination of the McNay Spotlight Program is the Spotlight Celebration on Sunday, May 23, 2027,
where students will receive certificates for participating and showcase optional videos from
participating schools. This is a free event, and registration is required to attend.

e Student Artwork on View & Family Friendly Art Activities
General viewing and activities are open to all. Explore original student artwork in Leeper
Auditorium and the Studio gallery from 12 — 5 pm during the Spotlight Celebration. To view the
Spotlight artwork, free of charge, please check in at the tables upon arrival. Standard admission
applies for all other special exhibitions.

e Recognition Ceremony during the Spotlight Celebration
Each seated Recognition Ceremony takes place in the Chiego Lecture Hall. Reservations are
limited to Spotlight teachers, student artists, and up to four (4) guests. Spotlight student artists
and teachers will be recognized with certificates and have the option to share a video provided
by participating teachers. Ceremony Times TBD.

How do | register to attend the Spotlight Celebration?
Registration will open one month prior to the event on our website https://www.mcnayart.org/events/.
This is a free event, and registration is required.

When and where can | view my student’s artwork?

Due to the high volume of artwork submitted each year, the Spotlight Exhibition is divided into multiple
rotations. All artwork submitted will be on display in the Studio gallery or in the Leeper Auditorium at
the McNay during the Spotlight Celebration. All artwork in the Studio gallery will remain on view until
the next scheduled rotation date (tbd). All other artworks will be stored until their scheduled rotation.
Rotation details will be determined after all artwork is submitted.

How is artwork returned?
Teachers are responsible for coordinating with the McNay Education Manager to pick up artwork.
Parents and Guardians can coordinate with teachers to have their student artwork returned to them.


mailto:Cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org
https://www.mcnayart.org/events/

