
Parent and Guardian FAQs 
What is Spotlight? 
Spotlight is an annual program that invites students to make creative responses to one work of art in the 
Museum’s collection. Started in 2011, the program engages thousands of students, educators, and their 
families within and outside the Museum through workshops, tours, and community events. This year, 
the Spotlight program features Margarita Cabrera’s Space in Between Series (Carrizos (Teresa Sanchez 
Garay, Agave (Doris Lindo) and Pipe Organ).   
 
Who is Margarita Cabrera? 
Learn more about the artist by visiting our Margarita Cabrera Spotlight Resource page to learn more 
about the artist and the work of art online. 
 
Does the artwork have to be about the Spotlight object? 
The Spotlight artwork is intended to inspire students and be a gateway to new ideas. They can take 
inspiration from the artist, the process, the artwork, and other artworks by the artist. We encourage 
creativity and hope that student responses are unique and bold. Spotlight also encourages 
experimentation. Students learn problem solving skills as they experiment, evaluate the results, and 
adapt their approach.  
 
How can my child participate? 
Ask their teacher to contact Cameron Ervin, Education Manager at cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org for 
more information. Teachers must oversee and submit student artwork.  
 
What is the Spotlight Celebration? 
The culmination of the McNay Spotlight Program is the Spotlight Celebration on Sunday, May 23, 2027, 
where students will receive certificates for participating and showcase optional videos from 
participating schools. This is a free event, and registration is required to attend. 

• Student Artwork on View & Family Friendly Art Activity  
General viewing and activities are open to all. Explore original student artwork in the Leeper 
Auditorium and the Studio gallery from 12 – 5 PM during the Spotlight Celebration. To view the 
Spotlight artwork, free of charge, please check in at the front desk upon arrival. Standard 
admission applies for all other special exhibitions. 

• Recognition Ceremony during the Spotlight Celebration 
Each seated Recognition Ceremony takes place in the Chiego Lecture Hall. Reservations are 
limited to Spotlight teachers, student artists, and up to four (4) guests. Spotlight student artists 
and teachers will be recognized with certificates and have the option to share a video provided 
by participating teachers. Ceremony times TBD. 

 
How do I register to attend the Spotlight Celebration? 
Registration will open one month prior to the event on our website. https://www.mcnayart.org/events/ 
This is a free event, and registration is required to attend.  
 
When and where can I view my student’s artwork? 
Due to the high volume of artworks submitted each year, the Spotlight Exhibition is divided into multiple 
rotations. All artwork submitted will be on display in the Studio gallery or in the Leeper Auditorium at 
the McNay during the Spotlight Celebration. All artworks in the Studio gallery space will remain on view 
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until the next scheduled rotation date All other artworks will be stored until their scheduled rotation. 
Rotation details will be determined after all artwork is submitted.  
 
How is my student artwork returned? 
Teachers from each campus are responsible for coordinating with the McNay Education Manager to 
drop off and pick up artwork. Parents and Guardians can coordinate with the teachers to have their 
student’s artwork returned to them.   
 
McNay Contact Information 
Cameron Ervin 
Education Manager, Teacher and Docent Programs 
Cameron.ervin@mcnayart.org 
210.805.1766 
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